
68%

World War 1
Nerve injuries 
treated with 
restriction of the 
arteries and 
procaine

Ancient World
Electric eels 
placed on 
wounds1

Medieval Times
Variety of herbs 
(many contained 
opiates)1

15th Century
Earliest form of 
anesthesia - 
variety of herbs 
including opium 
soaked into a 
sponge2

1899
First use 
of Aspirin

1960’s
Narcotics such as 
heroin for pain 
relief. First SCS 
device implanted 
in a cancer 
patient

2012
The future is SCS

1846
First use of 
anesthesia 
for surgery

1984
First spinal cord 
stimulator approved 
by FDA for treatment 
of chronic pain

2005
Boston Scienti�c 
brings �rst 
rechargeable 
stimulator to 
the market

A brief history of treating pain

Europe is still su�ering in the 21st Century

Is pain management stuck in the dark ages?

What is spinal cord stimulation?

Are all SCS devices the same? 

Patient bene�ts

The back is the 
most commonly 
reported location 
for chronic pain5

Chronic pain a�ects 1 in 5 adults
in Europe6

€300 billion costs to 
healthcare systems 
due to chronic pain4 

Chronic pain is 
continuous, 
long-term pain of 
more than 6 
months duration8

350,000

95
MILLION

Chronic pain6

Adults in Europe

Innovations in 
pain management

v

Diabetes7

People are su�ering 
with chronic pain
for an average of 
4½ years5

Approximately 2 in 3 have 
not had a good experience 
with pharmacological 
treatment5 

SCS device implanted 
under the skin

Leads deliver tiny electrical 
pulses to nerves to mask pain

A rechargeable system requires between 2.6 
and 4.2 fewer pulse generator replacements 
for battery depletion than a non-rechargeable 
SCS system8

Costs for a rechargeable can be o�set 4.1 years 
after implant8

On average, over a 15 year period, a 
rechargeable system could allow treatment of 
6 more new patients annually compared with 
a non-rechargeable system9

68% of chronic pain su�erers 
are in pain for 12 hours a day 
despite treatment5 

Patients control 
stimulation and 
carry on with 
normal activities

Rechargeable

Non-Rechargeable

patients have been given SCS worldwide10 

SCS battery can last 
up to 10–25 years8

76% of patients have a good 
experience with SCS5

80.5% of patients 
experience 50–100% 
pain relief after
12 months11

QUALITY
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Disclaimer
All cited trademarks are the property of their respective owners. CAUTION: The law restricts these devices to sale by or on the order of a physician. Indications, 
contraindications, warnings and instructions for use can be found in the product labeling supplied with each device. Information for the use only in countries 
with applicable health authority product registrations.

IMPORTANT – Please Note: 
Information provided by Boston Scienti�c Corporation (BSC) is gathered from internal and third-party sources and is presented for illustrative purposes only.
This information does not constitute medical, reimbursement or legal advice, and BSC makes novrepresentation or warranty regarding this information or its 
completeness, accuracy or timeliness. BSC strongly recommends that you consult with your physician, payers, reimbursement specialist and/or legal counsel 
regarding medical, coverage and reimbursement matters.
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Pain turns into 
slight tingling 
sensation

60
MILLION

On average people with chronic pain 
can miss up to 12 days o� work per 
year because of their pain5

1 in 5 people living with 
chronic pain have lost a job 
as a result of their pain3


