
Boston Scientific and the  
Kentucky Colon Cancer Prevention 
Project Help Close the Screening 
Gap in Colon Cancer

Kentucky had the highest 
incidence and fourth highest 
mortality rate of colon cancer 
in the country from 2004-

2008, and the highest rate of disparities 
in colon cancer incidence across gender, 
race, and geographic location.1   

Knowing colon cancer is highly 
preventable with early detection, 
Dr. Whitney Jones, a Louisville 
gastroenterologist, set out to make a 
change. He founded the Kentucky  
Colon Cancer Prevention Project in  
2004 after diagnosing several patients 
with colon cancer within a single week.  

Boston Scientific partnered with Dr. 
Jones to sponsor events and programs 
hosted by the Kentucky Colon Cancer 
Prevention Project, with the goal of 
generating awareness about colon cancer 
and encouraging high-risk individuals 
to get screening colonoscopies. 

Boston Scientific’s work began with 
community education. In 2013 a 
volunteer team of employees attended 
the Walk Away from Colon Cancer 
and 5K in Louisville where employees 
educated the community on the 
importance of screening. The walk was 
attended by 1,200 individuals from 
Kentucky, Indiana, and other states. 

success stories

Boston Scientific then sponsored  
the Colon Cancer Prevention Project’s  
Pledge Program, which distributes 
pledge cards to high-risk individuals 
in the Louisville area. More than 600 
people have pledged to get screened  
and educate at least two friends and 
family members. 

Recognizing the importance of 
multidisciplinary education,  
Boston Scientific sponsored the  
2015 documentary, Catching a Killer:  
Colon Cancer in the Bluegrass. The 
documentary shares stories of  
individuals in Kentucky who have  
been impacted by colon cancer. 
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“Close the Gap is making a huge 
impact and is ensuring more people 
are getting screened, including the 
areas of our city and state where the 
most health disparities exist.”

It includes stories from people in 
Appalachia and the West End of 
Louisville, where colon cancer  
rates are the highest, and provides  
information about disease prevention. 

The partnership among Boston  
Scientific, Dr. Jones, and the Kentucky 
Colon Cancer Prevention Project 
continues to grow. Boston Scientific  
is a sponsor of Project Innovation, a  
new grant program that funds  
innovation ideas in Kentucky and 
Indiana to raise awareness about  
colon cancer prevention.  

Additionally, Boston Scientific is a  
sponsor of the Colon Cancer Prevention 
Project’s work in Community Health 
Centers, where physicians are educated  
about colon cancer screening and  
are given assistance to eliminate  
screening barriers.  

“Close the Gap is making a huge  
impact and is ensuring more people  
are getting screened, including the  
areas of our city and state where the  
most health disparities exist,” said  
Andrea Uhde Shepherd, executive  
director of the Kentucky Colon  
Cancer Prevention Project. 

The future is bright for reducing the 
incidence of colon cancer in Kentucky; 
about two in three Kentuckians are  
now getting screened, and the rate  
has decreased more than 25 percent  
while mortality is down 28 percent.2 

Close the Gap is a Boston Scientific  
health equity initiative which aims 
to eliminate healthcare disparities in 
gastrointestinal and pulmonary diseases.  

To learn more about Close the Gap,  
visit www.preventcrc.com or contact  
us at closethegap@bsci.com. 

To learn about the  Kentucky  
Colon Cancer Prevention Project,  
email info@kickingbutt.org  
or visit KickingButt.org.
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